Hedgehog hideaway
Although there are many hedgehog homes you can buy, creating a hideaway doesn’t need to be expensive. A good pile of leaves under a hedge or a log pile, with a sheltered cavity, is great. However, why not have a go at this very simple affair, which is easy to make out of bits and bobs you probably have lying around the house? What you’ll need: –A large cardboard box with thick sides –Some old newspapers –Clean, dry grass and/or straw and leaves –A plastic carrier bag –Lots of twigs 
1. Cut two side air vents about 15cm by 5cm in the cardboard box.
 2. Next, cut an entrance, about 15cm in diameter. 
3. Shred the newspapers and put them inside, with some clean, dry grass or straw on top.
4. Tuck the box near a hedge – ideally the entrance should face south.
 5. Cover the top of the box with some plastic sheeting. An opened-up plastic carrier bag is perfect to protect the box from getting soggy.
 6. Put the twigs all round it, building them up to make a dome. 
7. Next, cover it with dry grass and leaves. 
8. To encourage hedgehogs to use your hideaway and stick around, we recommend you don’t disturb the box – or surrounding area – once it’s in place. 
9. If you want to know if your hideaway is being used, you could check for tracks -Just cover a small strip of ground with sand and leave overnight. Any mammals that walk across it will leave prints.
[bookmark: _GoBack]10.Looking for something a bit more challenging? Try making a hedgehog hideaway out of wood. The British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) is a good place to go for more information.
